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� Your Excellency Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the United 

Nations; 

 
� Your Excellency Samantha Power, Permanent Representative of the 

United States to the UN, 

 
� Ambassador Antonio Tete, Permanent Observer of the African Union 

to the UN, 

 
� Excellencies Permanent Representatives to the UN; 

 
� Dear compatriots and friends of Rwanda; 

 
� Ladies and Gentlemen; 

 

1. Let me express my gratitude to you all for being here with us, this 

evening, to commemorate for the 21st time the 1994 Genocide against 

the Tutsi in Rwanda. I also take this opportunity to thank the UN 

Department of Public Information for its invaluable partnership with the 

Permanent Mission of Rwanda in organizing this annual event. The 

Government of Rwanda decided that this year’s commemoration 

would be the occasion to reflect on Genocide denial and its impact 

on the lives of survivors, while at the same time showing solidarity with 

them and forging a united front to combat all forms of genocide denial 

in Rwanda and elsewhere. 

 

2. As you are aware, from April to July 1994, more than a million people 

were slaughtered in Rwanda in a hundred days for the only “sin” of 

being born Tutsi or simply for opposing the massacre of innocent 

human beings. Despite the fact that the systematic slaughter of men, 

women and children was perpetrated in full view of the international 

community, there have been several attempts to deny or trivialize the 

genocide, as well as to minimize its scale, which resulted in adversely 

impacting on the lives of survivors.  
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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen; 

 

3. For the past years, genocide perpetrators and their henchmen have 

been offered platforms to deny the occurrence of the 1994 Genocide 

committed against the Tutsi; to distort facts and attempt to rewrite our 

history. Unfortunately, such actions continue to be an ugly shared 

reality for all those touched by this heinous crime, especially the 

survivors and their families, and might have further bearing on the 

healing process. Indeed, genocide denial harms survivors to the extent 

of attempting to kill genocide memory. Even if recognition of the crime 

committed against the targeted victims will not bring back their loved 

ones, at least this is an essential step for healing and reconciliation.  

 

4. The fact that the ICTR Trial Chamber concluded, on 2 September 1998, 

that “genocide was, indeed, committed in Rwanda against the Tutsi as 

a group” and that the Appeals Chamber confirmed, on 16 June 2006, 

that it is a “fact of common knowledge” that “[between 6 April and 17 

July 1994, there was a genocide in Rwanda against the Tutsi ethnic 

group”, this should  at least serve as a basis for all  of us to desist any 

attempt to deny or trivialize facts of genocide, as well as to minimize its 

scale.  

 

5. As we gather here tonight, I would like to offer an honest challenge to 

some of us. If it’s indeed a fact that the Genocide was committed 

against the Tutsi in full view of international community, including UN 

peacekeepers on the ground; if that Genocide was well documented 

by the United Nations to warrant the establishment of an International 

Criminal Tribunal, and if that Tribunal reached the above conclusion, 

why would anyone, including politicians and scholars in the region and 

beyond, be sympathetic to any denial of this Genocide?  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

 

6. In this context, even the UN itself, which was present in Rwanda at the 

time of the genocide; the very same UN that established the ICTR 

which ruled that a Genocide against the Tutsi was committed in 

Rwanda; the very same UN whose powerful body, the Security Council, 
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monitored the events in 1994 as they unfolded until the last minute; and 

the very same body that recently adopted resolution 2150 reaffirming 

that indeed the genocide against the Tutsi was committed in Rwanda 

in 1994; it is regrettable that, up to now, the UN consistently refers to our 

tragedy as “Rwandan genocide.”  

 

7. The deliberate failure to use the right terminology by the UN has been 

an argument picked up by deniers of all kind as an evident truth that 

this body does not recognize that a genocide was committed against 

the Tutsi. Indeed, genocide deniers, from the grassroots’ genocidaires 

to scholars, continue to refer to “Rwandan genocide”; arguing that the 

genocide was committed not against the Tutsi, but against all 

Rwandans. We once again call on this respectable organization to live 

up to its responsibilities and act in line with the conclusions and 

decisions of its institutions, including ICTR rulings and resolutions of the 

Security Council, if it is truly committed to prevent future genocides. 

 

8. As for the Government of Rwanda, you would recall that in order to 

make our commitment “never again” a reality, we have enacted a 

number of laws proscribing genocide ideology, genocide minimisation 

and denial. As the historian Richard Hovannisian reminded us, denying, 

altering or distorting the facts of Genocide is the “final stage” of 

genocide, fulfilling the perpetrator’s ultimate intentions by erasing the 

one thing remaining of those who died and those who were left alive – 

the memory of genocide. Therefore, we shouldn’t shy away of fighting 

genocide denial! 

 

9. As I conclude, Ladies and Gentlemen, let me pay tribute to UN 

Secretary General Mr Ban Ki-moon for his tireless efforts in the 

prevention of genocide and mass atrocities. We recognize his 

commitment to uphold the responsibility to protect, that Rwanda holds 

dear, and to find a lasting solution to the current conflicts involving 

massive violations of human rights. 

 

10. I thank you. 

 
 


